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Soldiers of The American Revolution Buried 

in Illinois 



List Compiled by Mrs. E. S. Walker. 

Knox County. 

Ashael Gilbert was a native of Connecticut, born in Hebron 
May 6, 1760. He enlisted May 1, 1778, serving as a trumpeter 
in Captain Seymour's company, Second Light Brigade, with 
Colonel Elijah Sheldon. He was discharged in 1780. Ashael 
Gilbert came to Illinois in 1847, and resided in Galesburg, 
where he died November 23, 1852. His grave is marked. 

Abraham Haptonstall was born April 6, 1761, in Orange 
County, New York. He enlisted first under Captain Thomas 
Moffatt for three months in 1775. In 1776 he served under 
Captain Seth Marvin for three months ; he again enlisted for 
nine months under Captain Moffatt, and again served for six 
months under Captain Francis Smith. He applied for a pen- 
sion while residing in Gallia County, Ohio, in 1831 ; removing 
to Illinois, he settled in Knox County, where he died February 
14, 1858. He lies buried near Hermon in a private burying 
ground. 

Joseph Latimer was a member of a most remarkable family. 
His father, Colonel Jonathan Latimer served in the war and 
his twelve sons each served in turn under the father's com- 
mand. This record of service can not be duplicated in the his- 
tory of the American Eevolution. Joseph Latimer was born 
in New London, Connecticut. He served as captain, being 
commissioned July 6, 1775, was discharged in December the 
same year. He came to Illinois, settling in Knox County in 
1826, where he died August 18, 1846, in Cherry Grove. 
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George Sornberger was a native of New York, where he was 
born in 1759. He served under Colonel Roswell Hopkins in 
the Duchess County Militia. He came to Illinois in 1838, 
settling in Victoria, Knox County, where he died September 
27, 1841. His wife and several children came with him to 
Illinois. 

John Strange was born in Westchester County, New York. 
He enlisted in the Westchester County Militia, serving under 
Colonel Pierre Van Courtland. After the war closed he came 
to Illinois to reside, settling in Knox County, where he is 
buried. He received a pension for service in the war. He 
lived to be a very aged man, past 90 years of age. 

Montgomery County. 

Ezra Bostick or Bostwick was born in Queen Anne County, 
Maryland, in 1753. He enlisted under Captain Patrick Began, 
North Carolina troops, October 15, 1780, serving under differ- 
ent officers until the close of the war. He came to Illinois, 
settled in Montgomery County in 1818, in the Bostick settle- 
ment, not far from the present village of Irving. He lies 
buried in the little grave-yard not far from the village of 
Irving. 

Henry Briance was a native of North Carolina, where he 
entered the service in 1777, serving under Colonel Wade 
Hampton, General Thomas Sumter and General Francis Mar- 
ion. He was engaged in the battles of Eutaw Springs, Fri- 
days Fort, Thompson's Fort, Monk's Corner and Monroe Old 
Field. He came to Illinois and resided in Montgomery Coun- 
ty, where he, died August 19, 1833. 

Thomas Breckman was born in Albemarle County, Virginia. 
He entered the service early in 1776, under Captain John 
Marks, Col. Charles Lewis' Regiment, in General Nathaniel 
Greene's division of the army, serving for three years; he also 
served under Captain Archibald Moon, was in the battles of 
Brandywine, Germantown, Stony Point, and other smaller en- 
gagements. He came to Illinois, residing in Montgomery 
County, where he was buried in a little grave-yard which is 
now a pasture owned by Joseph Spinner. He died about 
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1838. The grave of Thomas Breckman is one of many un- 
marked — almost unknown — in the history of our country. 
Truly they lie "Beneath the roots of tangled weeds,' ' in so 
many of our country grave-yards. 

John Crabtree was born in Randolph County, North Caro- 
lina, May 3, 1763. He entered the service in 1780 under Cap- 
tain Edward Williams ; he again enlisted under Captain John 
Knight. Coming to Illinois, he settled in Montgomery Coun- 
ty in what was known as the "Street Settlement/' about four 
miles from Hillsboro. He was among the early settlers, and 
lies buried in the family grave-yard not far from the old home- 
stead. 

Thomas Craig was born in Granville County, North Caro- 
lina, October, 1762. He enlisted in 1781, serving in Captain 
Smith's Company, Colonel McKissick's Begiment. He re-en- 
listed in Lincoln County, in the Indian spy service, serving 
under Captain Brown Stimson and Captain John Sevier. He 
came to Illinois, settling in Montgomery County, East Fork 
township. The place of his burial is not known. 

Benjamin Gordon was born in Newberry County, South 
Carolina, August 30, 1763. He enlisted in 1780 under Gen- 
eral Thomas Sumter, Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 
After the battle of Guilford Court House, he was sent as wag- 
oner, with the wounded to General Nathaniel Greene's army. 
Later he served as a mountaineer ranger under General Clark 
of Georgia. He was discharged in 1783. He came to Mont- 
gomery County, Illinois, to reside, living in the Hurricane 
settlement. He received a pension for his services. The 
place of his burial is unknown. 

Wooten Harris was a native of Virginia, where he enlisted 
in Captain Elliot's Company of Militia, Brunswick County, in 
1777, serving ninety days; he again enlisted under Captain 
William Peterson, Colonel Harrison's Regiment. He served 
till the close of the war. Coming to Illinois, he settled in 
Montgomery County in the Hurricane settlement. He died in 
1837 and was buried in the Scribner burying ground, Fillmore 



73 

township ; but several years ago his remains were removed ta 
the Fillmore grave-yard, where they now repose. He was 
pensioned. 

John Liget was a native of Virginia, but entered the serv- 
ice under Captain John Reese in 1776; was transferred to 
Captain Plunkett's Company, Fourth Regiment, Light Dra- 
goons of Pennsylvania line of troops. He was taken prisoner 
in 1778, but soon escaped and rejoined the army under Wash- 
ington, serving until the close of the war. He was in the 
battles of White Plains, Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, Ger- 
mantown and other smaller engagements. Truly a valiant 
soldier! He came to Montgomery County, settling in the 
Bostick settlement. The place of his burial is not known. 

Harris Revis was born in Northampton County, North Caro- 
lina, in 1750. He enlisted under Sergeant Langham, Salis- 
bury, Rowan County, North Carolina, in 1780. He was sta- 
tioned at the Magazine, where he remained till the close of the 
war. He came to Illinois with his brother Henry, who is bur- 
ied in Madison County. Harris Revis settled in Montgomery 
County, was a commissioner of this county during its early 
history. He died in 1837 near his home and was buried in 
the Wright grave-yard. 

James Richardson was born in Middlesex County, Virginia, 
August 25, 1757. He entered the service under Captain 
Lemuel Smith, Colonel Peter Perkins ' Regiment, Virginia 
troops, August, 1780. He also served under Captain Miner 
Smith, General Rutherford 's command. He was in the battles 
of Brick House and Georgetown. Coming to Illinois, he set- 
tled in Montgomery County, and died in Hillsboro. 



